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Newswire wishes you a Merry Christmas!
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“Christmas Saved My Mother’s Life”

BY RABBI ABIE INGBER
Executive Director for the Center of Interfaith
Community Engagement
In August of 1942 my mother was
one of the last survivors of the Lutsk
ghetto in Poland. A young girl, not
yet twenty years old, her life was saved
by the miraculous appearance of one
righteous Christian after another.
No one could ever know why she
was spared and her parents, her brothers and other family members were
so brutally murdered. Evangelical
Christians, farmers and peasants, each
arriving at a precise life-saving moment
hid her in attics, cellars, chicken coops
and the ﬂue of a country oven.
But on December 24, 1942, Fania
Paszt’s luck seemed to run out. The
Ukrainian peasant who had saved her
life understood the risk to his own by
continuing to harbor her, and threw
her out of his house. This time there
was no savior. She wandered the dirt
roads of the Polish countryside, freezing cold in her tattered dress. As night
descended, she knew her life was at its
end. She recognized the home of the
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county warden and began to walk up
its path. The warden’s dogs jumped on
her, ripped her dress and bit her. The
warden, alerted by the barking, came
out with a gun in hand.
“Please shoot me,” my mother
begged, “let me share the fate of my
family.”
“I cannot kill you tonight,” responded the ofﬁcial. He took her inside, fed her, and gave her a new dress
and a place to sleep. The next morning, fearful that he could be killed for
saving a Jew, he took her into town
and gave her over to a Christian family.
Three more righteous Christians were
to appear magically in her life until she
descended from an attic during the
Russian liberation of Lutsk in 1944.
Only decades later did I learn of
the Polish expression, “On Christmas
Eve, even a stray cat is allowed to
live.” Though a series of six righteous
Christians had appeared miraculously
to try and save my mother’s life, on the
evening of December 24, my mother
was abandoned like a stray cat in the
Polish countryside. At that precise mo-
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Photo Courtesy of Rabbi Abie Ingber

Left: Ingber’s father, mother and cousin. Right: Ingber’s mother in the Displaced Persons Camp after the war.

ment, God had to invoke Christmas
Eve to save her life.
I am proud of my rich Jewish
heritage and of my calling as a rabbi,
but I will never forget the legacy that
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Christmas saved my mother’s life.
On this, the Eve of Christmas:
peace on earth, goodwill to all men.
“Merry Christmas” from a rabbi.
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Stressed about finals? The Newswire staff recommends
these study spots as your new home for the week

Xavier Newswire

December 5, 2012

Newswire Photos by Sabrina Brown
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Molly Boes, Managing Editor
Phone: 773-415-6448
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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Attention!!!
All Xavier Students

Important Off-Campus Housing
Information
****OFF CAMPUS HOUSING FOR 2013***
2,3,4 and 5 bedroom houses walking distance to
campus. Laundry, off street parking, full sized
bedrooms, fully equipped kitchens. Less than 5
minutes walking to center of campus. Please contact
Doug Spitz at: 513.616.3798 or doug.spitz@cbws.com
****OFF CAMPUS HOUSING FOR 2012***
Available for immediate occupancy. 2,3,4 and 5
bedroom houses walking distance to campus. Laundry,
off street parking, full sized bedrooms, fully equipped
kitchens. Less than 5 minutes walking to center of
campus. Please contact Doug Spitz at: 513.616.3798 or
doug.spitz@cbws.com

Flyco Management Off-Campus Housing
Now Leasing for 2013-2014
1617 Potter Place
• 3-4 Bedrooms
•Newly Renovated
•Flat Screen TV
• Alarm System

2 Bedroom Apartments available at
1750 Cleneay and 1760 Cleneay

Great location next to McGrath Health Center
• Great Location

•Quick walk to campus

•Safe Properties

•Off-street parking

• Great back yard

•On XU Shuttle Route

• Gourmet Kitchen

•Flat screen TV’s available with apartments

1604 Potter Place

• 3 Bedrooms
•Newly Renovated
•Flat Screen TV
• Great Deck
• Washer/Dryer
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Oxford Apartments

1005 –1007 Dana Ave
______________________
 1 bedroom apartments
 Affordable - $425 and up
 Free heat & water
 walk to XU campus
 Cable & satellite hook-ups
 equipped kitchen
 Full bathroom
 Air conditioning
 Parking
Manager: Art
513-961-3786

Office:
513-474-5093

Xavier Newswire

Campus News

Xavier Newswire
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at Xavier University
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Pat Schlembach selling donuts on Friday for Donuts 4 Darfur to
Lindsey Elder of XU’s Career Services Center.

S

U
N T

R

4 D

DO

Newswire photo courtesy of Sarabeth Cuddihy

of Ga

AR

working
d Brittany Philips
Roderich Curry an

nter.
llagher Student Ce

FU

Photo courtesy of businesspundit.com

Father Albert Bischoff, S.J. browses the selection on offer at
the Donuts 4 Darfur sale on Friday.

Newswire photo courtesy of Sarabeth Cuddihy

- Paid Advertisement-

Classifieds
FOR RENT:
Available for the 2013/2014 school year, House for rent. 6
Bedrooms, 2 full bath, modern kitchen with dishwasher,
balcony, off street parking, washer/dryer provided for
tenant use, very close to campus (walk or on campus shuttle
route), currently rented to XU students. For information,
please call Karen at 321-2946
FREE COUCH:
Like new!! Oversized, over-comfortable, and perfect for
watching the big game with friends! I CAN DELIVER
FOR FREE WITHIN 10 MILES OF CAMPUS! Not too
good to be true, need a good home for an awesome couch.
If interested, please email Couchgive1@gmail.com. I’ll
choose the winner by random on Thursday December 6th,
for delivery as early as Saturday December 8th.

Department of Art Alumni Exhibition, Nov. 8-Dec. 14, 2012.
Alumni from several different graduating classes have contributed their personal work
which they have created since graduating to make up this years’ Alumni Exhibition on the
3rd floor of Gallagher Student Center. The Exhibition is open until Friday, December 14.
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Sports Opinion: A-10 seeing success after realignment
By Tim Wilmes
Staff Writer

There’s an identity crisis in college athletics.
Some conferences are adding
to their already impressive collection of college sports programs.
Some are falling apart, clinging to
a once reputable name.
Some are simply trying to
maintain a status quo: losing some,
gaining others. And still others are
setting the trend by aligning their
conference by dollar signs instead
of demographics.
Yet, in this unprecedented shift
of conferences, the Atlantic 10
could be setting a new trend for
others to follow: building a conference top-to-bottom that can
consistently win against the mon-

ey hungry major conferences.
In May of 2012, the A-10 added Butler then VCU to the conference in response to Temple joining the Big East in March.
This was not about picking up
the pieces. It wasn’t about finding
a replacement part, either. This
was a mid-major conference grabbing some firepower for itself.
In Butler and VCU, the A-10
gained two teams with the Xavieresque reputation of consistently
standing up to major conference
teams and making more than significant NCAA tournament runs
in March.
The dividends aren’t being received in reputation alone — both
teams have shown early that the
Atlantic 10 is not a conference

to be taken lightly. Butler, who
received 18 votes for the Top 25
this Sunday, has beaten a near Top
25 Marquette team and upset then
No. 9 North Carolina.
VCU has also impressed in the
early-goings and boasts the most
difficult non-conference schedule
of any A-10 team to this point.
After defeating then No. 19
Memphis 78-65, the Rams lost to
now No. 2 Duke by 9 and lost in
the final moments to now No. 12
Missouri 68-65.
While the A-10 has been able
to flex its muscles with its two new
key members, the conference has
added some tone as well. Other
conferences might be surprised at
the Atlantic 10’s growing depth.
Saint Louis, who was projected

by many to win the A-10 this year,
has faced some tough non-conference teams and shown resilience in
battling through injuries, although
the effect of Rick Majerus’ death
is yet to be seen.
Saint Joseph’s, a consistently
solid A-10 team, has notched the
only loss in No. 22 Notre Dame’s
record, defeating the Irish 79-70
in overtime.
Dayton (6-2) lost by 10 to a
ranked Colorado team, but found
wins against ACC and SEC teams
Boston College and Auburn.
Richmond also claims a 6-2 record with a 62-60 win over Wake
Forest.
Even teams with smaller expectations have impressed—La
Salle won at home 77-74 against

Villanova, and Charlotte is 7-0
and beating opponents by an average of 12.4 points.
Xavier has been the model for
success against major conference
schools, and with the hot start of
many Atlantic 10 teams coupled
with the addition of Butler and
VCU, a consistent winning culture might be starting within the
conference.
Now, it’s Xavier’s turn. If
the Musketeers can take down
Vanderbilt, Tennessee and No. 11
Cincinnati, a clear message will be
sent to the rest of college basketball: the A-10 has arrived.
Sabrina Brown, Sports Editor
Phone: 745-3607
newswire-sports@xavier.edu

Follow the leader: the conference realignment puzzle
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Basketball defeats UC in OT, falls to Appalachian State
Newswire photos by Andrew Matsushita

Junior point guard Shatyra Hawkes
Sophomore forward Lakeisha Crouch

Freshman forward Briana Glover

By Nikhil Jelaji
Staff Writer

The Xavier women’s basketball team took home their fourthstraight Crosstown Classic against
rival Cincinnati Bearcats on
Sunday with a 69-67 victory.
The Fifth Third Arena at UC
hosted the double-overtime thrill-

er where Jessica Pachko and sophomore Lakeisha Crouch contributed 15 points apiece to push the
Musketeers to the narrow victory.
Junior Shatyra Hawkes recorded 12 points, pulled down eight
rebounds and dished out three
assists. Junior Ashley Wanninger
scored nine points for Xavier

Junior guard Ashley Wanninger

which all came from behind the
three point line.
Pachko scored eight of her
15 points in the overtime periods. Freshman Aliyah Zantt gave
Xavier a one-point lead with 27
seconds left in the first period of
overtime. Cincinnati’s Dayeesha
Hollins sent the game into the sec-

ond overtime when she answered
with a layup.
At the 3:09 mark of the second
overtime, the score was tied, 6464. Pachko, Crouch and freshman
Jenna Crittendon put Xavier up
four where the Musketeers would
hold on to the victory.
Xavier improves to 4-3 on the

RIP Coach Majerus

season and dropped Cincinnati to
4-2 after the loss. The Musketeers
lost to Appalachian State on
Friday, 77-73 but bounced back to
defeat the inner-city rivals.
The next game is on Dec. 15
when they host Wright State in
the Cintas Center. The start time
is 2:00 p.m.

Coach Mack’s
Tweet of the week

Head men’s basketball coach
Chris Mack is considered one
of the funniest tweeters in
college basketball.

@NewswireSports
picked their favorite for the
week.
@CoachChrisMack: If you
have more than 500 lighted
figurines in your front
yard for Christmas..... Reevaluate.

Newswire file photo

The world of college basketball mourns the loss of an incredibly successful coach with
the passing of Rick Majerus. Majerus was the head coach at Saint Louis University until he
stepped down this season due to health reasons. Majerus, 64, will be missed by many. The
Newswire would like to extend its condolences to the Majerus family and the community
of Saint Louis during this tough time.

Be sure to check out

@xaviernewswire
and

@NewswireSports
for all your latest
Xavier

news!
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All I want for Christmas
is you! (Mariah Carey
voice)
Matt Coniglio, Assistant
Op-Ed Editor

I want a DSLR camera.
More than anything. And
some iTunes gift cards
wouldn’t hurt either.
Rachael Harris, Editorin-Chief

For Christmas, I want
either a gaming console
for my dorm room or all
of the books I will need
for second semester.

I want to go to Nicaragua.
Good thing Santa came
back in March to give me
a heads up.

Sarabeth Cuddihy,
Photographer

Taylor Fulkerson, Columnist

I want a new camera.
Preferably a Cannon.
Hollis Conners, Staff Writer

I want a hippopotamus
for Christmas.
Jenny Mendoza, Campus
News Editor

Staff Talk #2
How do you deal with the stress
of finals week?

To deal with the stress
of finals week, I Take
breaks from studying to
go for a run. It is relaxing
and it helps you retain
information.

Lots of chocolate.

Molly Boes, Managing
Editor

Sarabeth Cuddihy,
Photographer

“I’m just not worried,”
as my predecessor
would say.

Peter Adams, Op-Ed Editor

When in doubt, take a
nap. Naps can magically
relieve any amount of
stress!
Rachael Harris, Editorin-Chief

I have yet to discover the
secret to not stressing
during finals week.
Hollis Conners, Staff Writer

Sleeping tends to help.
If I’m not awake, then I
cannot stress.
Matt Coniglio, Assistant
Op-Ed Editor
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Xavier Memes
Staff Editorial

>

“Hark the herald angels sing, nine more days of misery!”
Photos courtesy of superstock.com and masterfile.com
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Cohen Art Gallery hosts high school art
show; prizes exceptional student work

Newswire photos by Mac Schroeder
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World-renowned musician Polina
Vespalko performs the work of Franz
Liszt in multimedia piano performance

Newswire photos by Andrew Matushita

Newswire photos by Mac Schroeder
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